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SUBJECT: BAALBEK AND ANJAR FESTIVALS CANCELLED 

1. THE COMMITTEES FOR THE BAALBEK AND ANJAR SUMMER FESTI- 
VALS HAVE DECIDED TO CANCEL BOTH OF THESE PERENNIALLY POPULAR 
PROGRAMS FOR THE CURRENT SEASON. THREE REASONS ARE MEN- 
TIONED PRIVATELY BY THE COMMITTEES FOR THIS ACTION: (A) SECU- 
RITY CANNOT BE GUARANTEED ON THE ROADS LEADING TO AND FROM THE 
FESTIVALS AT NIGHT; (B) THE POTENTIAL AUDIENCE FOR THESE FESTIVALS 
HAS BEEN SCARED AWAY BY NEWS OF THE RECENT CLASHES; (C) IT 
WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE TO PUT ON PROGRAMS OF MUSIC AND DANCING 
AT A TIME WHEN MANY PEOPLE IN LEBANON ARE MOURNING THEIR 
LOSSES, ESPECIALLY IN THE BAALBEK AREA WHICH SUFFERED GREATLY. 

2. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND THAT MININT CAMILLE CHAMOUN 
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WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN PUSHING THIS CANCELLATION DECISION, OVER THE 
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OBJECTIONS OF MINTOURISM GHASSAN TUEINI, DEPUTY RAYMOND 
EDDE, AND THE PRESIDENT'S WIFE. CHAMOUN APPARENTLY OBJECTED 
STRONGLY TO THE SECURITY RISK INVOLVED AND WON HIS POINT OVER 
THE PLEAS OF THE OTHERS, WHO WISHED TO DEMONSTATE THAT 
LEBANON WAS RETURNING TO NORMAL AND TO SALVAGE AS MUCH AS 
POSSIBLE OF THE SUMMER TOURIST EARNINGS. THE DECISION 
REFLECTS THE CONTINUING NERVOUSNESS THAT EXISTS EVEN INOFFICIAL 
CIRCLES, DESPITE THE RELATIVE CALM WHICH HAS PREVAILED OVER 
THE PAST TWO WEEKS. 

GODLEY 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERNATIONAL FESTIVALS, CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT09370 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750255-0268 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750723/aaaaaulb.tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 AUG 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <28 NOV 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BAALBEK AND ANJAR FESTIVALS CANCELLED 
TAGS: PINS, SCUL, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




